
Role Title: 

Freelance researcher for Lost Language of Nature project, Saffron Walden Museum. 

Summary: 

You will work independently to carry out essential background research into regional folk and dialect 

names and stories relating to birds commonly seen in Britain. 

The Lost Language of Nature project at Saffron Walden Museum will make lasting improvements to 

the information we hold on items of bird taxidermy commonly described as “British birds”. The 

project aims to discover some of the lost cultural history of these specimens by recording the folk 

and regional dialect names and stories associated with these birds. 

The research resulting from this role will be used as the starting point for our community outreach 

activities. Museum staff will be travelling around the local area to record the community responses 

to the research through discussion, surveys, and audio recording. 

We recognise that whilst some of these birds are referred to as “British” they in fact are migratory 

and spend much of the year in Africa or Asia, or else have a much wider native range than just Great 

Britain, this job role is limited to researching regional and English local terms and stories. 

Consideration of the wider global relevance of these species will form a separate strand of the Lost 

Language of Nature project. 

Responsibilities: 

• The successful candidate will work remotely and independently, using their own knowledge and 

initiative to research online and written sources to produce the work required.  

• The work should be referenced throughout and supported by credible sources listed in a separate 

bibliography. Examples of appropriate sources include dialect surveys, reference books and 

museum records. 

• To deliver the finished report in a timely manner, within the allocated deadline and budget. 

Research objectives: 

• To compile a list of folk or historic names used in Essex or the East of England for at least 30 birds 

from a list supplied by the project team. 

• To research and record an index of English or British folklore, tales or traditional stories relating 

to these birds, and the most common themes relating to each bird e.g., loss or wealth, bad 

omens or good fortune, etc. 

• To provide project staff with a starting point for their community outreach work. 

Desirable candidate profile: 

• A proven record of independent research, report writing and time management to meet a 

specified budget or deadline. 

• A demonstrable interest in and knowledge of British wildlife. 

• A demonstrable interest in the history of language, regional dialects, etymology or folklore. 

Budget: 

The role has a budget of £1125.00, which the project team expects to allocate as follows: 

Approximately 30 birds at an estimated 2.5 hours per bird at £15.00 per hour = £1125.00 

Any travel is undertaken at the discretion and expense of the successful candidate. We regret that 

no extra allowances can be made to cover travel costs or other expenses. 



Application details: 

Please apply with a CV and short covering letter detailing your suitability for the role. Examples of 

relevant previous work should be included as links or attached as separate documents. 

Applications should be sent to llon@uttlesford.gov.uk FAO James Lumbard, Natural Sciences Officer. 

Application deadline: 23:59 on Sunday 30 January. 

Please direct application queries before this date to the details given above, or by phone to 01799 

510641. 

Office hours for email: Mon 09:00-13:00, Tue & Wed 09:00-17:30, Fri 09:00-17:00. 

Office hours for phone:  Tue 09:00-17:30, Fri 09:00-17:00. 

Appointment details: 

Shortlisted candidates will be notified by 17:00 on Friday 4 February 2022. 

Candidates should be available for a short video interview on Tuesday 8 February 2022 between 

15:30 and 17:15 or Wednesday 9 February 2022 between 09:30 and 11:00. 

The successful candidate will be notified within one week of the final interview date. 

Payment details: 

The funds for this role must be spent by 31 March 2022. The successful candidate will complete the 

work and submit an invoice for payment by BACS on or before 28 March 2022 to allow for payment 

to be made before the deadline. 

As this is a self-employed opportunity, the successful candidate will be responsible for their own 

income tax and National Insurance contributions. 
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